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The   great  impeachment,  that   Republicans
have endeavoured to destroy religion, has al-
ready been answered in the chapter on "Moral
Instruction  in French Schools/'    Abbe Gay-
raud says that the neutrality of the school is con-
trary to the Christian faith.1    That priests are
hostile to any independent programme of moral
teaching not their own, is well known.   They
will not be satisfied with any neutral one; they
will not accept that of others who believe in
revealed religion;   they wish to impose their
own,  but  the  overwhelming  majority  of the
nation would rise and mutiny were there the
slightest attempt to return to the condition pre-
ceding the Ferry laws.   It is certain that the
government's scheme of moral instruction was
admirably conceived for the needs of France.
It might have been used advantageously by the
Church as a basis for religious teaching.   This
is an opinion shared by some French priests.
If this teaching in some quarters has become
atheistic, it is largely because of the unreason-
ableness of those who consider religion as their
monopoly, and will attack any moral or religious
teaching which is not under their control.

The Separation and its legal provisions have
been rejected by the Vatican.    It claims that

1 Ibid., p. 183.